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1: Tim. V. 22. 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, neither be partaker of 


other mens fins. 


Jy; 2d | i I AIN T Paul having planted a 
ZN al bi) NV Chriſtian Chur ch at Epheſus, and 
A , FS 


| being called by his Apoſtolick 

WU LY > Charge ro Preach the Goſpel ro 

NECN other "places alſo, ſettles Timo- 

thy there m y a" what. was yer wanting to 

the full Eftablhthment of it; and nor long after 

his departure, ſends him this Epiſtle to in{truct 

him how he ſhould behave himſelf in the houſe of : Tim. ii. r5. 
God,and fulfil that great Truſt which was com- 

| micted co himcherein. 


In the Yerſes before the Text, we find him. 
directing this Holy man, how he ſhould pro- 
ceedin inflicting the Cenſur 2s of the Church upon 
Offenders, Viz. That he ſhould Firſt admoaoiſh 

them openly, ia the preſence of the whole (on > Cor. ij.—6, 

greoation ; That {o both they who had Sinned, Cage 
might be the more earneſtly moved io Repent 
themſelves of it ; and that others being, terrift- 
ed thereby, mighr have the greater care how 
2 they. 
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2 A Sermon Preached before 


they fell into the like Sins, leaſt they allo be- 
came expoſed to the lame CorreCtion, y. 20. 
Them that fins, rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
fear. Ls 
2d!y, That he ſhould proceed in theſe judg- 
ments Uprightly 2nd Sincerely, without Par- 
tialiry, without Fear or Favour to any, v. 21. 
T charge thee before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the ele&t Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things ; 
thatis, that thou proceed according to theſe 
Rules, in exerciſing the' Diſcipline of the Charch 
upon Offenders ; without preferring on? before 
Gr. 27% another, or as our Margin reads it, without pre- 

—_ Jjudice, doing nothing by partiality. 
Laſtly, That having tied any man by the 
Cenſures of the (hurch, he ſhould have a care 
not to make too much haſt to loole him again, 
and Reſtore him to the Communion of it ; bur 
. ſhould diligently enquire into, and prove his 
Repentance : Leaſt by his eafineſs in receiving 
Sinners into Fayour, he ſhould Jeflen their 
Fear and Apprehenſton of Sinning, and fo bring 
upon himſelt the Guilt of thoſe Crimes which 
ſuch an unwarrantable leniry would be like 
to encourage wicked men to commit, when 
they ſhould ſee how little it would coſt them 
co 
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co expiate their Sms, and ſatishe the Church for 
them, V. 22. 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man , neither be 
partaker of other mens ſins. 


It is a difficulty that has ſomewhat divided 
both the Ancient and Modern Interpreters of 


this paſſage, To what it is that the laying on of 
hands here ſpoken of is torefer > Whether to the 
Admitting ot perſons into Holy Orders in the 
Church; or, as I have before explain'd it, to 
the receivins Penitents into the Communion of it? 
For in both theſe Caſes the Ancient Chriſtians 
made ule of this Ceremony of Laying on of hands. 

If we underſtand the Exhortation of the Text 
with reference to the Former of theſe, the 
meaning of it will be this: That he ſhould 
have a care diligently to examine the Faith, and 
to enquire into the Lives and Manners of thoſe 
whom he admitted into any Holy Office or 
Fun&ion in the Church; and ſee that they were 
duly qualifed for ic, according to thoſe Rules Chap. is. 5. 
which he had before lo largely given him for 
that very purpoſe. 

But tho ſhall not preſume to cenſure this 


account of theſe Words, yet I muſt confeſs I 
| think 
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think the Latter Interpretation of them which [ 
before gave, asit equally agrees with the ex- 
preſſion of St. Paul, and with the Primitive 
Cuſtom of laying on Hands upon thoſe whom Bey 
received again into Communion after having fulfil” 
the Penance wnpos'd upon them for their Sins; 
ſo does it izem to me ſomewhat better to agree 
with the reſt of the 4po/tle*s exhorta.ion in that 
place. And the Conlideration which he lays 
before him to engage him to this Care, is no 
other than what we find from hence tranſcri- 
bed ſometimes into the Penitential (Canons 
_ of the Ancient Church; namely, leſt by his Re- 
miſneſs in this particular, he ſhould have Other 
mens ſins imputed to his account, and be reſpon(1- 
ble to God, for all thoſe Crimes which he 
neglected to puniſh with that ſeverity he ought 
to have done. 
Burt which ſoeverot theſe to be the true 
3eaning of St. Pari's charge in the former 
part of the Text, Lay hands ſuddenly on no man: 
ihe reaſon of it in the latter will be in both 
the ſame; namely, that Timothy by his negli- 
fence 1n either of theſe Caſes would have ren- 
der' d himſelf Gnilty of other mens fins, and there- 
tore ought to be very careful and Circumſpe&, 
that he might not do ſo, And 


P2815 - 4 4.4 


—_—_h@.. 


tbe Queen at Whitce-Half. 


And this is the ſe which I ſhall now make of 
theſe Words. It is a matter of fad and ſerious Con- 
ſideration that we who labour, the very beſt of us, 
under fo great a load of our own Sins, ſhould yer 
_ as if that were not ſufficient toruine us, add eve- 


ry day a number of other mens to them, tro en- | 


creaſe our Account, and agpravate our Condem 
nation, There is I believe but ſeldom a day 
paſſes, wherein we do not {ome of us render our 
ſelves Guilty in this particular. I ſpeak not now 
with reference to thoſe, who not only live in an 
Habirual commiſſion of the moſt heinous Sins 
themſelves, but take a great deal of ſatisfaction , 
and even make it their daily Employment, to 
draw as many others as they can into the Com- 
miſſion of them. As if they meant to Emulate 
the impiety of thoſe whom St. Paul has characte- 
rized, or rather branded in Holy Scripture, as the 
moſt Deſperate and Diabolical of any in the 
World, Rom. i. 3 2. Who knowing the judgment of. God, 
that they who commit ſuch things are worthy of death, not 
only do the ſame, bat have pleaſure in thoſe that do them. 
No, a man need not riſe up toſuch a heigth of 
Villany, to render”himſelf Guilty in the ſight of 
God, of Other mens tranſzreſſions. He may be lo art 
a much leſſer rate ; and that [ fear upon ſuch ac- 
counts, as the beſt of us all ſhall hardly be able ut- 
B | rerly 
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terly to clear our ſelves of it. | ſhall cherefore make 
ir my endeavour in a few refle&tions.to ſhew, 


I. What thoſe Circumſtances are whereby 
we may be moſt likely torender our lelves 
partakers of other mens fins * From whence it 
will appear, | 

:  Hdly. How carefub we ought to be, of ou 
ſelves and our Afions, that we may kcep our 
{elves from being lo. 


I, What thoſe Circumſtances are, whereby we 
may render our ſelvespartakers of other mens 
is? be 

he better clearing of which Point, I ſhall 

in the firſt place lay down this as. a Principle out of 
all doubr ; That no man becomes a partaker of the 
Sins of another, but by his own AF, i. e. by ſome- 
what which himſelf does ro involve his Soul in 
the Guilt of it. Forvelſe, as a great man among, 
Marc. the Heathens themſelves very well argued, another | 
Zope mans wickedneſs might be my Evil, which, fays he, 
God wouldnot have, that it might not be in another mans 
power to make me unhappy. _.. 

*Tistrue indeed ſo great was the care of God 

heretofore to reſtrain the Jews from an Jdolatrous 
Worſhip, that he threatned for this Sin to viſit the 

E Com, Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children unto the third 
ano ape ahduces jr 
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and fourth Generation; i.e. upon thoſe who could not 
poſſiblyhave been in any manner acceſlary to their 
Impieties. Burt beſ1des that there is a great deal 
of difference, between being partakers of other mens 
Sins, and being Viſited, or Puniſhed upon Occaſion 
of them ; and that too only with ſome Temporal 
Evils, ſuch as their own Sins had very well de- 
ſerved: We are plainly aſſured by God himſelf, 


Bzekiel xviii. that even this complaint ſhould 
be taken away ; The Children ſhould no more bear E:.wis; 


the Iniquity of their fathers, neither the fathers of their 
Children, but the Soul that ſinned it ſhould die. And 
in all the accounts we meet within the New Teſta» 
ment of the judgment to come, we are exprelly told 
that every man ſhall receive according to his own 
works ; or as our Apoſtle has Phraſed it, Gal. vi. 5. 
Every man ſhall bear his own Burden. 

It remains therefore that no one either becomes 
partaker of the Guilt of another mans Sins now, or 
ſhall be Puniſh'd for them hereafter, any farther 
than he has by ſome Circumſtance or other ren- 
der'd himſelf acceflary thereunto. And our pre- 
ſent buſineſs muſt be to enquire how many ways 
a man may do {02 Now thoſe are in General theſe 
three : - Wo 'S 2-50 

(1®,) By giving Occaſion torother mens ſans, 

(2%) By Approving of them when Committed. And 

| B 2 Wldly. By 
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(3%), By negleCting to hinder them from com- 
mitting. them when we might and ought to 
| have done it. 


- (38), A man may become a partaker of Other mens 
Sins, by giving Occaſion to.the Commutting of = 
them. | 

This is in General ſo very. clear that I do not 
know thart it has ever been deny'd or doubted of by 
any. Bur now how many ways a man may be- 
come fo far the Occaſion of anothers Sin, as to ren: 
der himſelt chereby a partaker in the”Guilt of it, [I 
{hall not undertake preciſely to define, I will 
offer ſome of thole that are the moſt obvious, and 
particularly refleted on as ſuch in the Holy Scrip- 
FUres. 

And Firſt, He who Contrives the C ommi| ſion of 
any Sin, andeither by his Authority over any other 
Commands, orelle by his Arguments and infinua- 
tions Perſuades him to commit it; it is not to be 
queſtion'd but that ſuch a one does undoubtedly 
thereby render himſelf partakey of it. 

This was the caſe of David in the buſineſs of H- 
riah,2 Sam: chap. xi® & xii*® : When having com- 
mitted Adultery with Bathſheba, and not knowing 
otherwiſe how to prevent the ſcandal of it ; he or- 
der'd Joab, who then commanded the Royal Ar- 
my 
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my before Rabbah, to o ſer Uriah her husband' in the + Sam. x. 
fore-front of the hotteſt Battel, that he might be ſmit- n—_—_ 
ren and dye ; and lo he might take Bathſheb 1to be 
his Wife. But tho Joab therefore executed the Com 
mand, and the Enemy flew himas he !,ad proje&t- —:7, 
edir; yer God charges neither the one nor the 0- 
ther of them with his-Death. He lays the whole 
Guilt of his Blond at the King” s Goor, who had 
been the Occaſion of it; 2 Sam.xii.9.1} bercfare, [2y$ 2 Sam.xii. 
the Prophet, þ. oft thou l:ſpiſed the commandment of the © ® 
Loy d, ro dg reid his ferht * Thouh. i . ill:d Uriah the 
Hirtite, with the ſword © ---- Thou haſt ſlain nim with 
the ſor d of the children of Ammon. Ad then he goes 
on inthe next verſes to pronounce Judgment a- 
gaialt him upon the account of it; Nuw therefore — te. 
the {word ſhall not depart from thy boſe : : Bebold I — «5: 
will raiſe up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe ; 
and I will take thy wive; before thine eyes, and ive 
them unto thy neighbour, and be [hall lye with thy wives 
in the ſight of, this ſun : For thou diſt it ſecretly, but —- 13: 
I will ao this thme before e all Iſrael, and before this 
ſun. | 

And immediately upon this Admonition we 
find David himſelf confefling his Sim, and implo- 
ring God's forgiveneſs, v. 13. 4nd David ſaid un- —-: 
to Nathan, T have ſinned againjt the LOR D. And 
in that Sreat Penitential P{alm, Plal. li. compoſed 
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oF purpoſe to be a ſtanding memorial in the 
Houſe of God, of his*Hamiliation and Repentance 
for this very fin, ae particularly acknowledges 
himſelf guilty of the murder of Uriah, and depre- 
cates God's anger upon the account of It, V. 14. 
Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O God! thou God of 
my Salvation, and my tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy righ- 
ceonſneſs. 

The truth is, ſuch a one as chis, is for the moſt 
part more guilty of the Sin committed, than he who 
was either over-aw'd or perſwaded into the Commi/- 


fron of it. For thoevery man ought to have ſuch 


a care of himſelf, and ſuch a concern for his duty, as 
not to ſufter either the Authority of the Greateſt Per- 
ſon, or the Tiſinuations of the Deareſt Friend in the 
world, to be able to prevail with himin a matcer 
where the Glory of God, and the Salvation of his 
own Soul are ar ſtake : Yet there is a certain eaſi- 
neſs and tenderneſs in our natures, that not only too 
much expoles us to be overcome by ſuch perſons 
as we have either a very great value for, or have 
otherwiſe been very much obliged to, and do what 
we ought not, out of a falſe and unreaſonable re- 
gard to them ; bur does allo render us many 
ries extremely piryable ; tho not excuſable, in the 
doing of it. Whilit he who thus execures the office 
ot the Dewi! ; projets the Villany, and prompts mu 
the 
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the Execution of it, mult remain utterly mexcuſable 


both in the {ight of God and Han, for his Im- 


dly,A man may be the occaſion of anos 
thers ſin, and ſo become Partaker of ic,tho he does 
not in lo eminent a degree as this concur to it ; if he 
does bur in any other manner cruly and «ffeCtual- 
ly afliſt him in the commircing of it. 


Burt Secon 


Now this may be done miny ways: As, 
g1, By contributing a helping þhaud tothe doing 
of i: Upon which account it was a Conltitution 


of the Roms Law, That if one committed a Theft ma. 1. iv. 


by the afſiitaiice of another ; as for inftince, If one 
ler a {aidder realy, or left a door open, that another 
might 9 i and ſteal hisneighbours goods ; he was 
adjudged thereby to be partaker of the Crime, and 
ſtood liable to che ſame Puniſhment that the other 
did, wao committed the Robbery. 

And the larac muit be faid, 2d!y, of him who: 
counſels and adviſes another toany fin; and there- 
by puts him upon the Execution of it : As if, for 
example, a man ſhould perſuade another in ne- 
cellity, to ſupply his own wants by ſtealing or de- 
frauding his neighbour of his Goods. 

And eſpecially, 3dly, If he not only in general 
aiviſes him to do this, but in particular,. points. ous 
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co him a fair occaſion, to put his advice in executi- 
on. As if, for inſtance, he ſhould not only coun- 
ſel him in General to ſteal , but ſhould moreover 
rell-him where a 900d Booty was to be had ? How 

» . - ” . T « - , 
he might get into his Neighbours Houſe > What 
time would be the moſt proper for it > And in what 
part of the Houſe he ſhould find whathe went 


for : 


Nay but 4thly. Tho a man ſhould not go (o 
far as this, nor be. ar all guilty of helping or adMj- 
fing his neighbour ro do Evil ; yer lt he givts his 
Conſent to it ; If he encourage him in the Perfor- 
mance, and appioves his doing of it; He does 
even by this render himlelf partaker of the Guilt 
of it. 

"Tis upon this account that St. 4uſtin charges 
St. Pay! with the Death of the Bleſſed Steven. 
He was none of the Witneſſes againſt -him, nor did 
he throw one Stone at him. But he was flanding 
by, and conſenting unto his death; and [e kept the 
ratment of them that ſlew him. And by doing of 
this he rendred himlelt no lefs:Guilty than the moſt 
zealous of thole that appeared againſt him, 
Others caſt the Stones at him ; but St, Payl flew 


him by their hands. 
- The 
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The Sum of this Second Remark. is in ſhort this : 
That whatloever the Means be by which any one 
aſſiſts another in his Wickedneſs : jf he knows the 
thing to be Evil, and yet {till goes on to pro 
mote and encourage the Execution of it ; He ſis 
thereby againſt his own Soul, and ſhall render an 
Account to God tor every luch Crime, as any. Other 
ſhall have committed by his Help and Ajiſtance. 

But I muſt go yet farther : For, 

Thirdly, A Man may be adjudged by God to 
be the occaſion of other mens Sins, and as ſuch to 
partake 1n them, tho' he do's not thus direfly contri- 
bute to the Execution of them. And that eſpecially 
by theſe two ways: *By his wicked Doftrine; and, 
* By the Scanda! and Inflzence of a bad Example: 
And by either of which, if another be led into 
Sin, we find the Perſon who conduced but 'even 
thus far towards it , nevertheleſs charged by Gd 
as Partaker of it. 

Firſt, He that advances any wicked Dofrine, 
whereby either to deceive Men into the commiſon of 
Sim, or to ſtrengthen them in ir, do's thereby -ren- 
der himfelt Partaker of their Fvil-doings. 

It was a ſad Complaint which God once made 
againſt the Prophets of old, Ezek. xii. That they 
propheſied falſly m his Name, and ſedaced his people, 
by palliatmg their ices, and fowng Pulloys wider 
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"_ Arms, and not ſuffering then to ſee their Dan- 
; laying ſtill Peace, peace, and there was no Peace, 
Bur God denouncesa ter rible Judgment againlt them 
o- their ſo doing, ar the third and following Per 
: Thus ſaith the LORD, Wo unto the fooliſh Pro 
bets that follow their own ſpiri it, and have ſeen nothing. 
Who jay, The LORD faith, and the Lord hath not 


fent them. Ther efore thus ſaith the LORD God; M 


hand ſhall be upon the Prophets that ſee Vauty and that 
divine Lies, and I will accompliſh my Wrath upon them, t9 
wit, upon the Pr ophets of Iſrael, which propheſe concern- 
mg Jerulalem, and fee Viſions of Peace for ber, and 
there is no Peace, ſaith the ORD God. 

Ic would, I fear, be a melancholy Reflection to 
conſider, how many of theſe hind of Pr ophets there 
are at this time among us, who by falſe Principles 
and miſtaken Notions of Chr iſtianit 3, that 1 do nor add, 
and by their open Profaneneſs too, by their new "he 


. ſtems both of Faith and Mbrality, fall under the ſame 


Cenlure, and thereby involve their Sorls in a great- 
cr Deſtruftion, 

Bur indeed, What Other Account can we give 
of all thoſe Principles and Dofrnmes, whereby lome 
extenuate the Danger, others cover over the very Na- 
ture of Sm? Some lead men i2norantly into ir, by 
reaching them that what 1s indeed unlawful, may 
mnocently be done "by them ; Others ler them lee 
and 
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and know what they do, bur- then tell them they 
run no great hazard in * doing of it: A lirtle 

Sorrow and Confeſſion at the laſt, and all is ſecure. 
Or ſhould the worlt that can happen, yer alas | 
Hell is no ſuch dreadful Place as tis commonly 
miſapprehended to be : It being unreaſonable to 
think that God ſhould punith a tew Tempor ar y Sins, 

with Everlaſtine Torments, In thort, 'T hat * tis buie 
to die, and periſh, and enjoy nothing ; and why then 
ſhould 2 man trouble himſelf with the dull Forma. 
ity of Religion now, when he has 1o little to appre- 
hend and he afraid of hereafter ? 

But let juch Men as theſe know, thar it is nor 4 
lighe Offence that they commit in all this. There is 
a time coming when they {hall render a ſevere Ac- 
count for thele their Deluſions: And updergo 2 Pu- 
niſhment not only proportionable ro their own Sins, 
but to all char Deluge of Evil which by tuch Princi- 
ples as thele, has broke in upon the World in thele 
latter days. 

It was one of thole e great Evits for which God 
pronounced thar ſevere Denuntiation aJga!nit the 
fews heretofore, Tfaiah v. zo. Th.: they call Evil 
Good, and Good Evil ; they put Darkneſs-for Light, and 
Light for Dar kiſs ; Bitter for Swe et. and Sipeet for 
Bitter : that 1s, they confounded the Natures of 
Things, d de eſtroy & all Diltinction berwixt Good and 
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Evil, Vertue and Vice ; they ran down Prety as a 
vain Practice, and recommencied Profaneneſs, as true 
Gallantry and Braver 'y : Therefore as the fire deyoureth 
the ſtubble, and the flame con iſumeth the Tuff fo their 
root ſhall be rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall go up as 
duſt ; becauſe they have caſt away the Law of the 
LORD of Hoſts, and deſpiſed the Word of the Holy 
One of Iſrael. 

Secondly, A Man may become the Occaſion, and 
ſo partake of Other mens Sins, not only by his Evil 
Dofrine, but by the Scandal and Hifluence of a Bad 
Example. 

And thar, not only if he thereby defigns to lead 
them into Sin, but tho' he ſhould not have the 
leaſt deſire, nach lefs mention fo to do. For Sin 
being always ſcandalous, and apt to give offence, He 
who do's any thing that he ought not, and there- 
by leads his Brother from his Duty ; muſt anſwer to 
God not only for the Eyil that he did, burfor all the 
Conſequences ”p ir, to the deceiving of any Other into 
the like Offence. And thus the Holy Scri /pture not 
only condemns Jeroboam for making Tjrael to fin, up 
on the account of the Calves that he ſer up in Dan 
and Bethel, on purpoſe to draw them away from 
the true Worſhip of God : 1 Kings xii. 28. Þ& is 
too much for = to go up to Jerulalem ; Behold thy 
Gods, O Urae, which br ought thee up ont of the Land 

of 
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of Egypt :. But repreſents St. Peter to us 2s Guilty 


of leading the Gentile Converts into Error 5 thy” 
by complying as he did with the Jidaizins Chri- 
ſtaans he deſign'd only to condeſcend to their weak: 
nels, and not to give any the leaſt cauſe of Offence 
to the Others. 7 
The Caſe was in ſhort this: There wcre in thoſe 
firſt times many among the Jews who tho' they 
readily embraced the Goſpel of Chriſt, yer could not 
relently perſwade themſelves that they ought ' to 
abandon all the Rites and Ceremonies of their own 
Law. With theſe therefore the 4poſHes thought fic 
to bear for a while, and to permit them to ob- 
ſerve their former Cuſtoms, as far aswas conſiſtent 
with the Nature of Chriſtianity ſo to do. Bur for 
the Gentile Converts, thole who had never been at 
all ſubject to the . Law, to them they preach'd a 
Goſpel liberty, and exhorted them nor co ſubmit 
themſelves to any ſuch burden. 


St. Peter being at Antioch, in a Church which 


O 


St. Paul had eſtablith'd of this latter fort, freely 
for a time communicated with them ; nor making 
any diſtinction of Meats or Drinks, nor at all ob- 
ſerving the Law of Moſes in any of thole things. 
But it happen'd whillt he was there, that certain 
Brethren came down from the Church of Jeruſalem 
to him, who were {till zealovs for the Law; and in 

com- 
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compliance with theſe, He began whilſt chey 
were with Him to alter his manner of living, and 
no longer to uſe his former liberty, but to live 
again after the manner of the Jews. He withdrew, 
ſays St. Paul, and ſeperated himſelf, fearing them of 
the circumciſion. 

This example of his led many of the Jewiſh Con- 
verts, who before had lived in all tre2dom with the 
Gentiles, into the like Abſtinence ; inſomuch that 


Barnabas himſelf was carried away with the diſſimulas- 


tion; And ſo began to raite ſome doubts and diſtur- 
bances in that Church, But St. Paul reproved him 
openly before them all: He charged him that he did 
not walk uprightly according to the Truth of the Goſpel: 
He withſtood him to the face, and tells us plainly He 
was to be blamed : And that for Compelling the Gen- 
tiles to live as do the Jews ; 1. e. for encouraging them 
co it, and periwading them tallly by his example, 
chatit was neceſſary tor them lo to do. 

ſr is in the Caſe of Sm now, as it was in that of 
an mvoluntary mjury under the Law, It a Man 
open'd or digged a pit, and neglefted to cover it, and 
another man's Oxe or Aſs fall therem, tho he made 
it only for his own ule, and had not the leaſt de- 
ſign of doing thereby any prejudice to his Neigh- 
bour, yet becauſe he did not take due care to 
fence it, and prevent all occaſion of harm from 


happening 
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happening by it, he was to repair his Neighbours 
dammage, and give Money to him for the Oxe or 
Aſs, and the dead beaſt was to be his. 

And ſo here: If a Man do's any thing thact 
may be apt to lead another into Sm, and takes not 
thar due care he ought to prevent his being decerved 
by it, and another be thereby encouraged to do 
Evil, he ſhall anſwer for his negle&t : And it his 
Afton was not only ſcandalous but ſinful roo ; Evil 
in its ſelf, as well as apt to draw others into S ; 
he ſhall be called to an account before God nor 
only for his own bur allo for his Neighbours 
Soul ; and his Sm {hall be required yer one fold 
more of him tor the occaſion it gave to his Bro- 
ther to do wickedly. | 

There is yet one way more whereby a Man 
may give occaſion to, and fo partake of other Mens 
Sims, and which comes yer nearer to the Caſe of 
Timothy in the Text, than any 1 have hitherto nx- 
med ; and that is, * 

Fourthly ; By advancing Evil Men to Places of 
Truſt and Power, and thereby giving them opportu- 
nity to do much more Miſchief, than they could 
have done in a private Capacity. 

I need not ſay how great a part of the Calami- 
ties under which the World now labours might 
be prevented, were none bur Mza ot great Ittegrt- 
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ty,and Abilities ſaicable to the Station ro which they 


are called, ever permitred to have any Rule or Au- 
ENOrity,Cit hes in Ci or Relizious concerns. Such a5. 
theſe, would nor only not do any Hurt themſelves, 
bur would in a licde time either by their Influence 
2:29 pe or elle by a due ſever! ity againſt Offender 5 
reſtrain others from doing it. But "when the Blind 
lead the Blind ; When they who ſhould teach, and 
make others Good, are not Good themſelves ; what 
wonder it we ſee {o lirtle ſenſe of Picty among the 
People, when there js fo little of ic among hoſe 
that ſhould fer) them an Example? 

It is therefore certainly a Great Care that thoſe 
ought - have, whoſe concern it is to provide that 
n0ne but Foeft and Worthy Men be admitted into 
tnch St. tions, where if they are inclined to be Evil, 
they may do a great deal of milchict to thoſe below 
them. Andif inſtead of having ſuch a Care, as far 
as is poſſible, nor tro ſuffer any wicked and profli 
oate Perſons to receive any Favour or Countenance 
from them, they ſhall either take no Care at all, 
or It may be, (which has ſometimes happen'd) be 
well-enough contented that the wileſt Wretches 
ſhould be the moſt honour'd and promoted by 
them ; what leis can they expect than to anſwer 
for thoſe Sms, which ſuch Men by their means 
have had the Opportunity to Commut ? 

When 
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When Feroboam, whom we betore mention'd, 
had ſet up his two Calves in Dan and Bethel, and ex- 
horted the People no more to 20 iþ to Jeruſalem, 
bur co worſhip che Gods which he had made for th en x 
we read, 1 Ames Xiti. 32. that for the better car- 
rying on his delign, he provided Priejts for them 
of the loweſt of the people; ſaci as he thovgkr ” 
for his purpole, that would- be rea dy for any 
thing he ſhould command them to Go ; Ah | 
ever "would. be conſecrated Him, and be became one of 
the Prieſts of the High-places. And how heinouſly 
God relented this, we may {ee in the Very next 
Verſe ; And this thins became ſm unto the Houſe of Je- 1 Kings xii 
roboam, even to obs it off and to deſtroy it from P og 
the f, face of the Earth. 

Bur becaule the Great Aggravation of Jerobs- 
am's $m was that he admitted inch Fellows into 
the Proeſt hood ON purpolc TO baſe Keugion, 2nd 
confirm the People in the Idolatry which he det} 19d 
© eſtabliſh among them; We will 1 


+ —— 


1 look aro. '' tO 
the Jiſtance of the Text, where neicher of theſe thi gs 
can be ſuppo! (ed, Heretne oniy taultwe can in; 
vine Timothy was Ccapabie of being G! uilty of, or 
have been the not being lo car il and Circus __ 
as he ought, 1N {79 Wig aid CXMRENT Luct Prion 

he cn ed int DO ally Holy 0,7: "Ce 1N Un Cc on "HY FD, kad 
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the former t irt of the Text, o- we make his words jn 
that ſenſe in which they are more generally under- 
ſtood ; Lay hands ſuddenly on no man ; raaxes ule of 
chis- conſideration to enforce ir 1 pon Him in the lat: 
ter, that ocherwile he ſhould be relponlible to God 


for all that miſchief which {hould ACcrue to the 


_— 


Church by the means of fuch perl ons as he admirred 
into the Government of it, without that due Caution 


2c ought to have uled in a marter of ſuch impor. 
tance ; Netther be th ou pþ art aker of other mens ſts. 

[ thall conclude this port with that advice winch 
co his Friend : If you 
ſhould ever come to be m Authority, [2ys he, Finpl, y 119 
wicked Perſon in any of your Aﬀfairs ; for whatſoever 
faults He commuts, the blame will be fre to fall ON YOu. 

And this ray ſerve for the /ir/t way whereby we 
may Decome partak ers of other Mins Sins, viz. by 


gIVMT Occaſion to the Commutting of them 


mem 17/0? 


The ( 24.) 4s, By our Approving . of 
Committed. 
And this too is a Circ: onſi - whica renders 2 
Man not only partaker of anothers 01, Dut often- 


Se 


times more heinouſh onty than, He Who committed 


it. A Man may All into Sin | DY Irnorance Or "Sur 
priſe ; may be hurried on by his Þ Paſſions, a and carried 
awy in ſuch a manner by the Violence of tempt: 


r—_— —— 
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tion, 45 not to be able to command Himlelt, and 
to withſtand the force of them. And this tho' it 
will not altogether excuſe, yet will / lefſen and exte- 
muate 2 Mans Guilt ; will render him tho' not 1m- 
cent, yet not extremely ul : He may Commit the Sin, 
and yet be 1o far from being pleaſed with it, that he 
may abhor himlelt for Commuting of it. 

Bur there can be no Excuſe for any one to jr/t1- 
fie and approve what he knows to be Evil, Here is 
no room for paj/ion or ſurpriſe : In ſhort, it muſt be 
the Evidence of a Soul harden'd in wickednels, not 
only to do what 1s Evil, but to take pleaſure in it ; 
and to applaud and encourage the practiſe of it. 

Now two ways there are whereby we may de- 
clare our Approbation of anothers Sm : and by both, 
but eſpecially by the former of which, we ſhall be 


ſure to render our ſelves partakers of it. 


vas By making lome Advantage CO Our ſelves 
by it, m y 
2 (dy, By Juſtifying and Applati. ling of it to others. 


1/t. By making ſome Advantage to or felpe; 

DY it. 
This was. the Cafe of Abab in the bulinels of Na- 
both, and for whica God charges lum with all rhe 


Murder and 0! pprej/ion, that without his Anowl: dye 


or Direftion had been committed in It, 1 Amgs xx1. 
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He Bred - by any means to "M 1Ve ourchaſed Na. 


both's Vineyard, and he was much dilcontented be 
_—_ he could not perſwade Him to part with it 
He {aud him down upon his Bed, and turned away his 
face, and would eat no bread ; bur ic does nor Appear 


that he ar all del 18nd by any unjult Violence. to 


raviſh it from Him. 

Bur his |1ife wrote Letters to the Elders of his Cr 
{y, and commanded them ſaymeg ; Proclam a Faſt, 
wy je: Naborh on high among the people © an det two 
inen, ſons of Belial, to bear witneſs agamjr him, ſay, 
Thou didſt lopheme God and the Kms ; and then Carry 
him out, and ſtone him that he may de. 

This they ad, and PUL him to death according]y: 
And then the Queen hrtt made her Husband ac: 
quainted with what was done. But what then vas 
Ahbab's Crime ? "I he received the News with 
{atisfaction ; he w is pleated oy in what had palsd; 
ana he roſe 1p fro: '2 bis bed, and IP at down to rake | pof- 
ſeffion of the Ymeyard. And for this God citat Ws him 
by Elijah with alt the Violence Co witnout his ow: 
ledge had been: bejore- commurted, Thus faith the 
LORD, Haſt thou killed and alſo taken Poſen 
theretore, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Na 
both | ſhall d dogs lick thy blood. « even thine, 

The truth is, {0 great 1s the E: quity of this Pro- 
ceeding, that we hnd even the poſitive Laws of molt 
Countries, 


and Sema with which we do it. 
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Cuntries, to obierve the lame mentlcs He NAT con - 
ceals 1 ho , and recerves what is  frollen, and partakes 
with him in his Booty ; ſhall, if diicovered, be look'd 
upon as it he had committed the. The baſe: And there- 
fore Solomon fays of tluch a one, Prov. xxix. 24. 
Thar be hateth his own Soul, that is, He puts his Lite 


In danger by It. And ror Ww Nat CONCCrnAs the Con- 


ſcience, is even by the Heathen Mora liſts themlelves aucinc: 


And the ;; 


adjudged a5 my cha ns. as the other, 
Yeaton of this 1s clea 
the Smner at the laſt, and part takin? with him in 
the Advantave for which the V Many was commit- 
ted, inſtead of correcting him for it himleit, 
bringir g him forth to a pub! ick Puniſhment ; ke 
plainly declares his Conjent tro what was done, and 
both preſerves him, and encourages him to do the 
like again. 

Nay but, 2% Tho' we ſhould not make 
any Advantage to our elves by the Sins of others ; 
yet our very juſtifying and applauding of them; 
would of PR 2s be ſufficient, to render 1s 
partakers of them. 

The —_— of Sin lies not fo much 1a what 
we do, as in the Aﬀedions of the Eteart, the Wil 
The outward 
Att may accidentally add indeed to'the A2gravation 
of our Guilt : But "ts the Heart and the Aﬀecbio: is 
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of that to which God principally looks ; and for 
which we ſhall either be acquitted Or abu d at the 
laſt day. A man may do that which 1s in its ſelf 
very mnocent, and yet COMMIr a great 91 by doing 
ic, if he thought i it to be Evil, and yet did ir. And 
on the other ſide, there are ſuch Circumſtances where- 
in what 1s 1n 1ts [elf unlawful, may yet withour Sin: 
be done by us, if a man were npmcibly, and there: 
tore excuſably, ignorant that it was 10. 

He that loves any Evi, and withes tor an Oppor- 
tunity to commit it, and would be ſure to embrace 
it if he had, is already guilty of it, tho! he ſhould 
never hnd the Opportunity he delices for it. Thus 
in the Jyſtances wine our Saviour Chriſt himlelf 
o1ves us, Matth. v. He that looks upon a woman to luſt 
after her, has i commutted adultery with her im hrs 
heart : He that is angry with his br ther, and would do 
him a miſchief it he could, 1s al iready a Murderer, 
though he never {ſhould he able to ſtrike Th 
Ponyard into his Brealt. And therefore in the Caſe 
before us ; It when a Sm 1s done by another, We 
are pleaſed with it, we commend the. Fat, and fo 
declare our ſelves to be in our Hea:ts conſenting to 
it; we evidently thereby, as far as concerns our 
IWill and Juclinations, bear a part 1n 1t, and {hall ; 
cordingly be accounts in God 5 ſight ro We fl 
ſhare in the Guilt of it. 


Hence 
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"AMY it 1s « Hs we may obs lerve, how ſindions 
Good men have always thew d chemſely es, 1n fly- 
ing the very Converſation of Sinners : As if their 
Fe ing company with Evi! men. ſhould ſeem to ſome 
an Appr 9V47i o of Y 1eir Ep il A&ti imis. It was the Relo- 
Jution of FHhly David, Plal. ci. that he would = 
ſuffer any wicked man to ſtand before him, to di; 

im his Houſe, or receive the ieatt Favour ad = 
tenance from him. And in the CX: x P/alm, y. 115. 
he makes it the Conlcq: 1ehce 0 f his own refolying 
to be Good, to crive all fuch from wits; 25 OP 
not be fo in like manner witn him: Depart from 
me ye Evil-doers, 1 wil! keep the Commendiments of m ' God. 
And the ſame was the Advice which Sr. Pay! 
gave to the Cornithiums, 1 Ep.v.1 1. He bids them nor 
to keep company w ith a wieked Chriftion : If any 
MAL. favs he, tat is called 4 Brother be a Fornicator, 
or Covetous, or a Railer, or a - unkard, or an Extortin- 
ner, with ſuct a One 120 19 t0 Fat. And again, in 
his 24 ro Timoth 1-6 : Kring ſer down a large 
Catalozue of Somers that ſhould rite up in the lar- 
ter days ; he bids us, ver- 5. From ſuch tnrn away. 
And St. Jon in vs 2* Epiſtle, having given the 
lame Advice 20 the Pe ſo tO W hen he ich re WTircs, 
that if any of thoſe who had dewy'd the Euth of :® 
_ iſt, aſter hav ing becn 0: ice made acquainted with 
It, :, ſhould come to ner, fhe ſhould not receive them 
nto 
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into ber bouſe, 1 10r - bid them God ſpeed ; ſubjoins his 
vey thing as the Reaſon of ir, For he that biddetly 
them God ſpeed, is. partaker of their Evil deeds. 

And tho' I ſhould be very unwilling to pro- 
nounce any thing rathly in a Matter of tuch a Na- 
ture, and am ſenſible there are many Caſes ; ſome 
wherein a man cannot avoid having to do with 
wicked mien, as in the Common Concerns and Af. 
fairs of this World : Others in which a man may 
worthily keep COmpa ny with them, as our Saviour 
did with the Publ; licans and Simers heretofore, the ber- 
rer to gain tome Opportunity to action their 
Maomers, and convert Thien trom their Evil ways : 
Yet | cannot bur think it worth the while of a Chr: 
ſtian to contider with himtelt, how he will other- 
wiſe be able to excuſe himlelt hereatrer to God Al: 
miehty, that he has received, loved, &ubraced the moſt 
pr ofl'y ate Sinners ; thewn his "nn and Countenance 
tO the moſt daring Rebels againtt Picry and Relr21on ; 
and deliohted 1n the Conv erfarion of thoie now, whole 
Portim he deprecates, and whole Companion he Std 
be very unwilling to becoime zt all adventures 
hereafter. 
this : has loved chem for their very Vice 5: been Pp: Ca- 
ted with their Profaneneſs an d Debarchery 3 and tint 
led lomeriummes at thole Sins in Ot hers, Laps 
would have been aſhaiie.! © commit hiamnie!t, 
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Bur I muſt not in(ilt upon all theſe things : and 
therefore, 

zdly, and to conclude this whole matrer ; 
The laſt Circrmmſtance, whereby we may become 
partaKers of other mens 9s, 18, By neglecting to kinder 
them from commuting them, when we might, and ovhr 
to have done it. 

Now tho this be a cirownſfince which ſeems more 
eſpecially to regard H_ wh _ God hath ſer up as 


Watchmen over the Hon{e of {ſrac!, yet is there no one * 


that muſt think unleaogerh 'r unconcern'd in 
it We all of , | hope have, Iam ſure we all of 
us ſhould have the ſame Ze! for the Glory of God, 

and the fame Char ity for the Salvation of one ano- 
thers Souls. And tho' God has indeed in 21 particular 
manner appointed {ome certain Perlons to watch 
more than others for your Salvation, and £o ,call 


upon you to look to your {tves, and not give way 


tothe Tempter :. yet w hoſoeve: he be that ſoes ano- | 


ther about ro do that which be knows vill be odious 
to God, ſcandaious ro Good 02, and without a timely 
Repent ace rainous to his own Sort, and has an oppor- 
tunity tO admoniſh him of his $ 61m, and to hindcy his 
committing of it, and yet neglects fo to do; let him 
fear,leſt whar God ouce denouncd againſt theP»cphet 
-ekiel heretofore, be finally verified in himſelf ; 
C. 33. 8, When I ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, 
K thor 
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0% ſhalt ſurely die, if thor daft not _ to warn the 
aka fo 2 bis way ; U it wicked. m m ſhall dis wm bis 
guitty, but his blood will | require at tj hand. 

Bur though we arc therefore all of us obliged, as 
we tender our 0'vn Sorls, ro do what we can in 
our ſcyeral Capacnies to fave others; and in Orger 
therearothould huder them from ſommo whenever 
[1-5 111} Ur DOWe r {o to do: Yet | it 15 not to be 


douned; but Gul perlons as either by Nature 
Or =; or any tae like Engagen nent, OUught 
rf) have 21 mire po rucular CONCcern tha We Ott Crs, for 
t:cr Neighbours Weltarc; orelle by their Placeand 
Buſmeſs, a ind { ( baratter, are engaged 3 zi a We 
cial manner to. watch over them, Ilhouid be more 


thin ordinarily careful a5 to this matter, and 
will have much more than ochers ro anfiver for. 
}f they be not. 

And two waies in ger: tere are, Whercoy 
faci r-rfons mult labour to ind Men FLO [n- 
Nin, as ever they mean to clear themivlves from 
bet! [ig Partakers 11 their Imgnities, | 

Fit, By aifco ravine Sm all thev can vefore it bi 

emmutied ; By ſerting forth the Folly and Hareaſond- 
peneſ ot 1t now, and the great danger that ſhall 
certainly be the conſequence of it hereafter : By 
ſhewing the Yanity of all thole little Pretences, in 
which wicked Men are apt to pur their 1ſt ; and 
not 
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not ling cnem any | opes PP, :pmnity, ener 1n this 
World or in the ner without a true Rept 'ance of 
their Sis, and a oo 1 Mmation from them. 

Second'y, By a fe\ qa) Tots ” and P __ 
of it afrer, This 1 adeed is what the grear fe 
and Mzderation of our preſent Diſcipline, chat [ hs 3 not 
ſay tome Defect in ir, permits not us, 2s St. Paul 
here commanded 7 1:4/y ro do. We caanot call 
Sms publickly 1nco the Meu and lay open their 
(rones tO net and FC! 
dther 5 alſo may fear, But the vil M-iſtrate has great 
opportunir ies of ſupply ing this Defect ; and no | car 
Cod will” require it lo much the more at their 
nand), 1 in that it is now no longer in ours. There 


is indeed a Mercy to be _— and {hewn in 


_ 


Jadement ; and our own Frailty ought to adraonith 


us ro make great Allowances for other mens Tufr- 
mitics, Bur there may be an Eucbl (5 even in {502d 
Nawe it el ft; and whatever T1 Conlequence be, 
care mult be taken that neither the Zoo of (Go! be 
protin'd; nor his Lavs deſpiſed ; that neither Yr - 
ne be rim down, nor Vice enconraged « And to that end 
Men muſt be kept from open and ſcandalous Siu; a: 
eaſt, if they cannot from others ; and be puniſh” 4 
even in Mercy now, that if poſſible thev may be 
reform'd, and fo not periſh for ever, 
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And let us then 

2ly, Which was the other oceral point 
we propoled to conſider (the conſequent An. 
plication of all rele Refle1:ons) be pertwaded to en- 
deayour what in us lies to prevent borh our own 
and other mens Sms. Inſtead of Approviny and 
Encouraging any in their Wickedneſs. let us, as our 
Apoſtle ad viſes, Hcb. 10. 24. ( onſider one another to 
pr ovoke nnto love and to good works. Inſtead of gi | 
viag them any occaſion, or laying any ſto 
bl  F in their way whereby tolead them into Sin, 
let us by our good Example both teach them wha 
they onght to do, and if poſſible, make them in 
love with 1t. And let uz look upon our ſelves to 
lie under the fame Engagement to God for one 
another, that Judah once took upon liimſelf for 
his Brother Benjam! al, Gen. 43+. ©. Of my hand 
ſhatt thou requey hm ; if 1 brins þ: not wito thee, 
and fet him before thee, thin ler me bear the bw 
for -10ak 

{ am ſenſible that I am now exhortng vou to a 
Duty but very little,if at all,conſ1der'd by moſt Men. 
We think it to be enough for us to, ſearch out or own 
Souls, and account with God tor our own Miſcarri- 
ages: And may pernaps be ready to complain 
of this as ſome new Contrivance 282inſt your 
Liberty, to call upon you to report * for other 


Mens 


the Queen at W bie-Hall. | 
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Man's 6 flv. Bur if the Caſe be indeed Pl as a Text 


plainly implies,and as I think [ may preſume to lay, 
[have in ſome meaſure made ir appear to be: If 
there be many waies by which we may, and by 
ſome or other of which it 15 probable the very beſt 
of us have rendred our fel ves partakers of other Mons 
ſms : Then Iam {ure ir muſt remain, that we have 
a concern to look beyond our own oarticula 'r Offten- 
ces; and to enquire to how many ms of others we 
may have contributed by any of thele mcans I have 
before nientioned ; and the lcfs we have been xyont 
to do this heretofore, it will argue the ofeater, 
not leſſer necellity fs us to ſet very ſcrioully 2- 2 
bout 1t now. 

It isindeed an amazing Refic&ion to fir down. 
and think, How much more Guilt we may poſſibly 
contract by every ſm that we commit, than we aze 
any of us willns to believe, or it may be __ 
comprehend. For not to lay any thing at all of 
thoſe common Aggravations, which we arc eve 
where taught to cxamine our ſelves about : cock 25 
ſmamg againſt Knowledg, agzinſt the —_ of our 
own. ( onſciences, and the A cticns of. God's Holy Spurit 
to the contrary : ſmning againit oftin repeated 'P _ 
ſes, againſt the moſt ſerious Gefolnticns, againſt the 
moſt ſoleym and ſacred Vow: on Oledience : Ina word, 
ſommg againſt many providential Admonitions 3 fuch 


Ad 
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ſent by God on purpoſe to reclaim us. Let us con- 
ſider only this one thing now before us, How 
many An our ſainmg may be the Rune of? How 
many foris may, for ought we know, periſh by 
ory means * And what adeſperate increaſe this mult 
add ro our own Guilt ? For it he who converts a /omer 
{rom the Error of his way, and fo 1s inſtrumental to 
che /aving but of one ſoul trom death, ſhall for tha: 
cover a multitude of his own fins := O.! then, how fa- 
tally muſt we muitiply evil againſt our ſelves, when 
by our ncgleft of our duty we lead perhaps Multi- 
tudes into error, and involve their /onls in everlaſt- 
ms Deſtruction. | 

If we have therefore hitherto negle&ted o ſerious 
a Confideration ; Tf our Repentance has been only- for 
the /ms we our ſelves have committed, without 
any regard to the Mi/chef we may have done our 


”- 


Brother by them ; Let us now at leaſt be perſwaded 


to think that we have yet one great part of our 
Humiliation till behind ; to deprecate God's Wrath not 
only for our ſelves bur for others roo; and implore 
his Forgivenels of all thoſe ſms which have ever 
by our means been committed by any in the world, 
and that ke would not impute thern either to their. 
or our Damnation. 
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as becomes ſo great an Ar gravatiyr, Iam hens. 
we {hall nor oaly very much mcreafe our Contrition, 
and fo Pe rfec our Kc mMentance for hat ispaſt;bi it may 
allo by he Grace Of God, eſtabli.! 2 our felves the 
better ag. aun (t retur M9 tO our Evil Wes {or Toro Tr 
tocome. And our dejires not t9 partake 1 ot hey 
Men's ſms, — ed 18TO ONE Motive more, tt& 
keep us from CONt;nuing 1 our own 

L ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe . aller the {ame m.1m- 
HEF, and almoſt ! It £11 1e fam? bH3- ord $ that %. Baſil Once 
did his Canmical Da” to mphitochins, upon the 


occafion of that y ; Refiz<tion we have now been 
mak ing. 


This if we do with thar ey Pra earneſtnels 
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. Le © Us, { 4128 Ne, contider the . terrible wt Bevereg. 


* ment of (4.1, and the day of his Appearing, an 
S 1s fear Iſt we pernh in other men's Sins. 
© Let us cali io mind -the Admonitions of God 
'to tis; What Evils we have been expoſed to 

WI 1 tt Ca SETTIVT: {8 we have luffcred : And let OW" 

comm Nee 1s, That for che Iniquities of our Lives 
* ive 11a Ved been thu Ken by hum. 

* Our People ne on 1:10 Captivity , our 

* Brethren diſperſed far and near ; Becauſe thoſe 

© who profeſs the Nzme of Chrift, have yet lived fo 

* contrary to their Profeſſion, 


* But 
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Bur if after all this Men will not underſtand, 
© Thar for theſe Caules the Wrath of God is come 
* upon us, wherefore thould we after this have any 
© thing more to dg with them ? 

© Nevertheleſs, ler us not ceale Day aor Night, 
© jn Publick and in Private, to 1ntreat and befeech 
* them to conſider thelc things; but let us not be 
© drawn away with their Wickedneſs. 

© Letus with and pray, Thar it ic ſhall pleaſe 
© God we may yet gain them art the laſt, and deliver 
©them oat of the Snares of the Devil: bur if this 
© we cannot'do, vet at leaft let us fave our own 
© Souls, tho we cannot theirs, and not partake 
© with them in their /1:5, left we allo partake with 
* them in their Deſtruction. 


Now to him that ſ/uteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb ; be aſcribed as is moſt due, Bleſſme, 
and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and 
Honour, and Power, and Might, for ever and 
ever : Amen. 


F FAS 


